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K I1R Banjamln Franklin as Its Tf as.
H fla 1 I singularly Interesting book which
K 1 p fltoxirr Gsonax FiariER has glvonus under the

B i IHh UU ' J"" 3"u Bmfamfn JFYanfcHn (Llpoln- -

H iljf' cott'i). This Is a successful attempt to bring

K 111' " 1 Ilnfam(,nt9 f the subject of tho
ssH fill biography, lineaments whloh to n conslilerablo
B In extent although not to so large an extont as In

ssB Si ' h caM ' Washington, have been obsenrnd
'B 4 In by legends. It Is true that tho human side o!

H 1H Franklin was so elearlr revealed by himself In
K KB bis autobiography that It was not possible for

H ifi the myth-make- rs to concoallt entirely, so thoy
H 16 had recourse to an exaggeration of tho moro

E exemplary phases of his character. In the
H Ifl course of his long career as politician, phtloso- -

K I In pher. man of science, author, phllanthro- -

ssB li! 1''t retormer, and diplomatist, ho did
m 9j A great deal of sterling and admirable

llW ll ' work, but almost evory creditable Incident
K mil . of his Ufa has been magnified, until.
B trota the great and accomplished man ho
H j II trulywa.ho lias been converted Into an Im- -

B '; III possible prodigy. Almost everything, for in- -H I tanoe. that he wrote about In solonoe has boon
HV ' In out down as a discovery of his own. State- -

B J
' Jjl Bents Whloh were merely memoranda, or slm- -
Ill ply represented his method of formulating1! 9(1 ether men's knowledge, are depicted as tho

lB i j outcome of orlrlnal thought Thus the trans- -

B Jill Jatlon of Glooro's " Essay on Old Age," whichB Ji- 'was made by James Logan and printed by
BC J I If Franklin at Philadelphia In 1744, was repub- -

BV j Hjjl llshed In 1809 by one of his editors, William
BE j IljL Duane, In a collective edition of Franklin's
sR I mill" works. Other editors havo carried tho process

Bk rs'll of dxpurgatlonjtoarldlcnlous extreme, nnd It
B Jjf 1 must be admitted that some of his letters, as.

Bk Hill 'or 8XamP'"- - ons on tne choice of a mis- -

BS SJIJf tress, oannot be published In full. Tho

B fli'I necessity of some elisions of the kind
Bm Bflt "' not warrant Templo Franklin In

BS Slit transforming the vigorous Anglo-Saxo- n of his
BK ill I IF grandfather's writings Into stilted Latin

B lllli phrases. Much less did it justify Weems. In his
Bl 'Jl'-r- Terstonofthoautoblography.lnsubstltutingtho
Bf II if "American Aauatlo" for "Water American,"
BE II f the nloknamo which, as Franklin tells us, his
K l I Jfellow printers In London gave him becauao ho

Bf II I 'would drink nothing but wator. Tho author of

B I 111 tho book before us bolleves in letting Franklin
apeak for hlmsdlt wherovor this may be dono

J "without shocking too grievously the reader's!i aenss of propriety, and the rosult Is that we aro
brought nearer to the man as he was than In
nnypfovtous biography. In saying this we do
not overlook tho popular life byFarton or the
elaborato work by Olgelow.

ijjlf T

The chapters to which the reader Is likely to
I tarn with especial curiosity aro those which

bear respectively tho captions of " Religion and
j ' ilorals" and "The Embassy to Franco and Its

J Scandals." It is well known that, although
Bf r S; 1 1 Franklin's parents wero Massachusetts Fnri- -
Bf 1J tans, he himself, at an early ago. lost faith In

B m-- tho Christian religion and became a deist. Ho
Bf j

;

In lias himself explatnod how the change of be- -

BJ 1! Ilef was brought about. It eeoras that among
Bf J It , his father's books woro somo sermons in which
BJ '

r Ij Bhaftesbury. Collins and other dolstlcal writers
Bf ( were vlolontlynttackod. Franklin thought thatBt li tho argumonta of the deists wore much stronger
Bf ; II than tho attempts to refuto them. After rend- -
BJ Hj tog quotations from tho authors named. Frank- -
Bt all lln was led to read their works at length, and
BF H ' 'be was ultimately converted to their views.
BJ ' HI Ko man who avowed such opinions could cx- -
BJ ' HI pect to prosper In Boston In the first quarter of
B ' II the last century, and It was lucky for FranklinBj I that he migrated to Philadelphia. In somo of
BJ ) St tno articles which he contributed to his broth- -
Bj- SI er's newspaper, tho A'ew England Courant. ho
B) ' If r placed a sacrilegious hand upon the nrk of tho
BJ I I covenant by denouncing Harvard College andBj j II sotting forth the worthlossness of Its stupid
Bj s Ij graduates, nearly all of whom, he said, went

f j" Ic Into the Church, which is described as a temple
yjj .of ambition and fraud, controlled by money.
m There Is a touch of what would now bo termed
M socialism or populism in these papers, and

. If L Jt is not aurprlslng to And the author ofB i It r them afterward writing a pamphlet In fat orB ' f Mi I of an Inflated paper currency. According
Bl ' j It j to some commonts on the Courant, whichB ; If .are ascribed to Cotton Mather, it wasB If 'u" freighted with nonsense, unmanliness,
B; if raillery, profanencss. Immorality, arrogance,
B I calumnies, lies, contradictions and what not,B J If "" nil tending to quarrols and divisions, and toB Itj dabaueh and corrupt tho minds and mannersB ', 111 of New Enclond." The truth Is that. In thorB '. I eyes of his Boston contemporaries, Franklin
B.- ';' Hi was a terrible example of tho results of being

B ft- - If ' t,orn OD Smu,a5'-- IIIa own birth had occurredB ; on Jan- - - 17(W which was a Sunday, and. InB I ;. those Mastachusetts towns whero the minis- -
Hf lil ' tors woro strict, baptism might havo boen ro- -
B 1 1 fdsed to him, for somo of the sevorer PuritansB 'II ' beld that a child born on tho Sabbath mtist also
mm Mil ' bave been conceived on the Sabbath, and was,

; I '; therefore, hopelessly unregenorate.
B l i After Franklin loft Boston his dlsllko for tho
BJ Ml! religion of that place, and. Indeed, for all ro- -

Bit J gl , Vealcd religion. Increased. In London, whither
B'?f 99 ' he proceeded from Philadelphia, he wroto aBu ' ffijj

p,
pamphlet entitled "Liberty and Necessity,"

B :( ( In which ho adopted substantially Voltaire's
B LL II I k position; that Is to say, he admitted tho ex- -

B - lit Istence of somo fort of God. but denied
HF ( 8tl lle lmnortnllty of the soul. He went ovenB l J I j beyond Voltalro In contending that Innsmuch
Ht , ' ill" oa was so and omnipotent and
B II; bad created the universe whatoer existed.
B iM?' ' I I ' whether called good or evil, must bo right.
Bfil IE nd 'ce nn1 v'rt,I wero emp'ty dlstlnc- -

m. i 1? I
tlbns. In hlsublished autobiography Frnnk- -

S" It' lln says ho had passed through tho dan- -
Mf if gorous period of his Ufa " without any wilful,
j ' - t J ross Immorality or Injustice that might
1 'C

' 111 mT0 ben exn'ctccl 'rom my want of re- -
If) '" Ilclon," but In the first draft ho added,'VB i I

"' Som '(0,ls,1 intrigues with low women ox- -
r& Ml' cepted, which, from the expense, wore rather
W : 1 jj more projudlcial to me than to thorn." The au-- K

'II f thorof this book points out that, as a matter of
I j t ' Wet. hla conduct, while ho was under the influ-- .

' I I I" nC8 ot "" views expressed in "Liberty andjilt Ifecosslty," that what wo call ovll can bo no
" j worse than what wo call good, had been by no

I l means abovo reproach. He had wronged Miss
, J J Dead, whose affections ho had won, and ho had

'embezzled Mr. Vernon's money. Both wrongsJ f he eventually tried to right, no medo Miss

i fe- is Read his wlfo and ho returned tho cmbez7lod
BL i I money. These proofs of repentance wero given
V if after ho had begun to suspect, as ho tells us,

h that his early doctrlno," though it might bo
t fe true, was not vory useful." When ho rcturnod

g d t0 Philadelphia aftor his first sojourn In Lon
jft , don ho sot hlmsolf to tho task of work- -

.i !nc out somo form of religion that
, would suit him, and. In tho year

j - 1728. being then 23 jears old, he framod

IS ;) a curious cow panel, to which may bo given
, ' the name of Trankllu's creed, consisting of
I thirteen articles. The twelfth of these, which

Is entitled " Chastity," runs as follows: " Ilarejy
use venery, but for health or offspring. Nover

i to dulness, wenkuoss.or to tho Injurrof your
Jr Mi f wn or another's peaco or reputation." Ho
't ! Jso constructed a liturgy, in which there Is a

yj jik prayer against lasclvlousnoss. Yet, In tho
H I r xnldst of this creed and prayor making, he
If j ! f records of himself: "That
tit i ! i rned passion of youth had hurried mo fre- -
I pr ' " quantly Into intrigues with low women that
in , tM in my way. which wero attended with somo

1 exponso and great Inconvenience, besides a
2j j i continual risk to ray health by a distemper,

Ht whloh, of all things, I dreaded, though, by
a, I i, Streat good luck, I escaped It." Frank.

. 9 I Jin's abridgment oi the Anglican prayer book
fir WM maJe ,n 1"3 ot ,l10 country ueat of Sir

f Hi I, Francis Dashwood, Lord le Despcncer, a re- -
E, ij F formed rake who had turned deist and was
i If , taking a gentlcmanlr Interest in religion. Ha

( ; m ' 'iad been 'l ls ,ald- - a companion of John
r Jji , ; Wilkes. Budd Doddlngtou. Paul Whitehead.

U Hj the Earl of Sandwich, and other reckless oharac- -
I ' tar, who established themselves as an order

'' '' K3
L

' ' nlon'u " Medmenham Abbey, where they
Bit ill held mock religious ceremonies and whero tho
,. ll ' ' trial ofthe celebrated ChevallorD'Eon was heldp V to prove his disputed sex. An old book callod

j3rr f "Chrysal; or The Adventures of a Guinea."
f ll prolesses to doscrlb the doings of these
I i 1 llvsly blades. The copy of the prayer book
i-- I WblehFrunkllnandLordleDespencerwentoverl, jl uid nuked with the pen to noir In the powM- -

.

slonofMr. Howard Edwards ot Philadelphia.
From this oopy Lord ls Dcspencer had the
abridgement printed at his own oxpensoi a
stnglo copy of It now costs over a thousand dol-

lars. The preface which, although nominally
coming from LordleDospencor. was really writ-
ten by Franklin, ls described as an exquisitely
pious little essay, although all referdnro to the
sacraments and to tho divinity of tho Saviour
had boon stricken out of tho abridgment, and
ahort work had been mado of tho Athanaslan
and Apostlo creeds.

II.
It has been commonly asserted by his biogra-

phers that Franklin had but one Illegitimate
child, a son, but, from a manuscript lot tor in tho
possession ot tho Pennsylvania Hlstorlo Soci-
ety, and printed for tho first time In tho book
before us, we learn that ho had also an Illegiti-
mate daughter, married to John Foxcroft, who
was at dno tlmo Postmaster ot Philadelphia. In
three lettors, also written by Franklin to Fox-

croft. whloh aro In tho Statu Department at
Washington, ho sends "love to mydBughtor."
There ls also In Blgelow's edition of his works
a lottor In which Franklin refers to Mrs. Fox-

croft as his daughtor. Who was tho mother of
Mrs. Foxcroft Is unknown, but Mr. Paul Lolcos-to- r

seems to have Identified tho mother ot
Franklin's lllegltlmato son William, eventu-
ally tho royal Governor of Now Jorsoy.
He has found In a pamphlet, written dur-
ing Franklin's heated controversy with the
Proprietary party In Pennsylvania, the asser-
tion that tho mother of his son William was
a woman named Barbara, who worked In his
house as a servant for 10 a year: that he kept
her In that position until hor death, when ho
had her borne to tho gravo in sllonco, without a
pall, tomb or monument. By Miss Read, Frank-
lin had two children, who aro commonly re-

garded as legitimate. Tho first was a son,
Francis Folgor Franklin, who dlodot the small-
pox whon only 4 years old. The other ohlld
was a daughtor. Sarah, who married Richard
Bache. Whether any marriage ceremony was
eerperformed between Franklin and tho mo-

ther of Mrs. Bacho Is doubtful. It Is certain that
during Franklin's absoneo In London.MIss Head
had married a man namod Rogers. He deserted
her, but was not known to be dead nt tho tlmo
whon Franklin took hor ODenly to wife, namely,
Sept. 1. 1730. Thero Is no record of tho mar-
riage at Christ's Church, of which Mrs. Rogers
was a member, but the two offspring of tho
union, Francis and Sarah, wore baptized thoro
as legitimate children, and. In a deed executed
three or four yoars aftor 17.10, Mr. and Mrs.
Franklin aro spoken ot as husband and wife.

Tho fact that Franklin's Illegitimate son Wil-
liam, but not apparently his Illegitimate daugh-
ter also, was brought up under tho Bamo root
with his legltlmato children, partly enables us
to understand tho odium In whichFrankllnwas
held by many of the uppor classes in Philadel-
phia, eon whon ho was well received by tho
best people in England and France. Wo may
horo mention that William Franklin had, in his
turn, an Illegitimate son. Temple Franklin,
who becamo tho companion and secretary
of his grandfather In England and Franco.
According to most ot Franklin's biogra-
phers, his wlfo tendorly nurtured William,
but tho author of tho book before ub ad-
duces ovldonco to show that as William
grew up Bho learned to hate him. Thus wo
learn from tho diary of Daniel Flshor, who. for
a time, Hod In Franklin's house ns his clork,
that Mrs. Franklin was ot such a "turbulent
temper" that ho felt oonstralned to leae.
With reference to William Franklin, ho says:
"I havo of ton seen him pass to and from his
father's apartments upon buslnoss (for ho doos
not eat. drink or sloop In the house) without
the least compllmont between Mrs. Franklin
and him. or any sort ot notice taken of each
other, till, one day, as I was sitting with her In
tho passage, when tho young gentleman camo
by.sho exclaimed to mo (he not hearing). "Mr.
Fisher, there goes tho greatest villain upon
earth.' This greatly confounded andporplexed
me, but did not hinder her from pursuing
hor invectives In the foulest terms I over
heard from a gentlewoman." Mrs. Franklin
seems to have been n stout, handsomo woman,
and her husband said of her In one of his let-
ters that.tlf she had any faults, ho had grown so
used to them that ho no longer perceived thom.
Bho could not havo been, howevor. a congenial
companion in his studies or In his political and
diplomatic career, for ono of hor letters, horo
prlntod. shows her to havo boen vory illiterate.'
So much of Franklin's extraordinary letter on
the choice ot amlstress as can properly bo pub-
lished Is reproduced In tho book before us.
After assuring his correspondent that mar-
riage is the proper remedy for "tho violent
natural Inclinations you mention," he pro-coe-

to say: "If you will not tako this
counsel and persist in thinking n commerce
with tho sex Inevitable, then I repeat my
former advice that in nil jour amours you
should prefer somowhat advancod In llfo
women to young ones. You call this a par-
adox, and domand my reasons." Franklin
goes on to give eight, of which three must
bo passed over in silence. Somo of them,
howover. may bo named: " First, bocausothoy
have more knowledge of tho world, and tholr
minds aro bettor stored with observations;
their conversation is more Improving and more
lastingly agrooable. Secondly, because whon
women ceaso to be handBomo they study
to be good. To maintain tholr Influenco
over men thoy supply tho diminution of
beauty by an augmentation of utility.
Thoy learn to do a thousand servlcos.
small and great. Thirdly, because there Is no
hazard of children, which. Irregularly produced,
may ,be attended with much Inconvonlenco.
Fourthly, because, through moro experience,
they are more prudent and discreet In conduct-ln- g

an Intrigue to prevent ausplolon. Th6 com-
merce with them ls therefore safe with regard
to your reputation and with regard to theirs.
Seventhly, because the compunction ls less.
Tho having made a young girl miserable may
give you frequent bitter reflections, none of
which can attend tho making an old woman
happy."

III.
How la It possible to reoonolle the distin-

guished social position to whloh Franklin
attained abroad with tho docldedly lower
plane which he ocoupled In his adopted
town? It ls certain that, while in England,
he associated on the most Intimate terms
with eminent literary and Bclontlflo men.
Distinguished travellers from the Continent
used to call on him to pay their rospocts. Ho
stayed at noblemen's country seats, and, al-

though kdolst. with the Bishop ot St. Asaph.
He corresponded with all theso people In tho
most friendly and oasy manner: they were de-
lighted with his conversation and could nover
soo enough of him. Later, In France, he was
positively worshipped, and tho Court circles
received him with enthusiasm. In Phila-
delphia, on the othor hand, tho colonial aris-
tocracy, considered as a body, were not on
friendly terms with him. No doubt his
numerous frionds Ineludod somo members
of arlstocratlo families, but our author Is
able to find fow evidences of the close In-
timacy and affection which ho enjoyed among
the best people ot Europe. Tho opinion Is ex-
pressed that this hostility was not altogether
duo to bis humble origin, or to tho little print-
ing office and stationery store whore lie sold
gooso feathers, aa well as writing ma-
terials, and bought old rags. These dis-
advantages do not supply an adequate
explanation, for his accomplishments and
wit raised him far above his early sur-
roundings, and the colonial society lot Phil-
adelphia was not illiberal in such matters. Tho
principal cause of tho animosity exhibited
toward him seems to have been his violent op-
position to the proprietary party to which
most ot the uppor classes belonged. Once hav-
ing this ground of dislike. It was easy for them
to strengthen and oxcuse it by the gossip
about his Illegitimate son and about tho son's
mother being kept as a servant In his houso.
Thoy ridiculed the small economies ho prac-
ticed, and branded his religious and moral
theorizing as hypocrisy.

The author of this book does not undertake
to determine precisely how much money Frank-
lin made in the printing business. lie seems
to bar bn nJore largely employed Una any

other printer on this side ot tho Atlantic for
nearly all the Important printing ot the middle
colonics and a largo part of that ot tho south-
ern colonies camo to his office. Ho mado
enough to retire at 42 yearn ot ago. having
been working for hlmsolf only twenty yoars.
By this tlmo ho had Invested somo of his say-

ings In houses and lands in Philadelphia, and.
on turning over his Interest In the business to
his foreman. David Hall, tho latter agreed to
pay Franklin a thousand pounds a year for
olghteen years. This was a very good Income
for those times, and moro than equivalent In
purchasing power to $10,000 at tho present
day. Attcr his withdrawal from business he
remained Postmaster of Philadelphia, and. In
1753. aftor he had held that office for sixteen
years, he was appointed Postmaster-Gener- of
all the colonics. This position ho retained until
ho was dismissed from It by tho British Gov-
ernment in 1774, on tho eve of the Revolution.
There was somo salary Attached to theso of-

fices, that ot Postmaster-Gener- yielding 300.
Asagontof Pennsylvania In England ho re-

ceived 500 a Tear, and tor discharging a ltko
function ho received from Massachusetts 2400,
from Georgia 200. ond from Now Jersey 100,
In 1700 the Income from his invested savings
lasuppo9odtohavebcen700. Aa Minister to
France he had at first 500 a year and his ex-
penses, but during the last six years of his mis-

sion In Paris ho rocelvod 2.SO0. It has been
wrongly asserted by some of his biographers
that, when Governor of Pennsylvania, after tho
Revolution, ho declined to receive any salary
for his three years' servloo. As n matter of
fact, ho accepted tho salary, but spent It in
charity, and bequests of it wore mado In his
will. Ho died well oil for the times, leaving an
estate estimated at considerably over $100,-00- 0.

The rapid rise in valuo ot houses and
land In Philadelphia after the Revolution

for a part of this sum. noownodflve
or six large housos In Philadelphia, a print-
ing houo which ho built for his grandson,
and soverol small housos. He had. also, a
number of vacant lots In the town, a house and
lot in Boston, a trnotof land in Nova Scotia,
another largo tract in Georgia, and still or

In Ohio. His personal property, consist-
ing mostly of bonds and money, was worth
from $00,000 to $70,000.

IV.
Franklin was about 70 years of age when,

on Sept. 20, 1770. he was doputod by the Conti-
nental Congress to represent tho United Colo-
nics In Franco. The astonishing success of his
mission, from both a political and a personal
point of view. Is too well known to need com-
ment, but It is sometimes overlooked that
Franklin's conduct at Paris did not escape con-su- re

at tho hands of somo of bis fellow coun-
trymen. Our author considers, nt somo length,
the violent attacks mado upon Franklin by
Arthur Lee, and, while tho philosopher is ab-
solved from the charge of personal corruption.
It is admitted that ho came nearer at this
period than over before In his llfo to sinking

'his great fame. Loo's most effective assault
was levelled nt Franklin and his nephew,
Jonathan Williams, and was published
In a pamphlet entitled "Observations
on Certain Commercial Transactions In
Franco." Williams was one of Franklin's Bos-
ton nephows. who turnod up in Paris poor and
without employment. Franklin was always
taking care of his relatives by placing them In
Government positions, and he gavo this ono
tho place of naval agent at Nantes. There
Williams had charge of tho purchase ot sup-
plies for American men-of-wa- r. sold tho prizes
that were brought In, and also bought and
shipped arms and ammunition. It was n largo
business. Involving the handling ot enormous
sums of money, and thoro is no doubt that
there woro opportunities In it for making
n fortune. Franklin ana Silas Deane
seomoU to havo let Williams manage this
department pretty much aa ho pleasod.
and Leo had somo ground for suspecting
that Deane was privately Interested with
Williams in the salo of prizes. Williams cer-
tainly oxponded largo sums on Deano's orders
alono. and he was continually calling for more
money from the commissioners' bankers. Lee
nskod Franklin to put a stop to this state ot
things, which the latter not only refused to do.
but wroto a letterto his nephow justifying him
in oven thins. Tho letter is dated at Possy,
Dec. 22. 1777. and runs as follows: "I received
yours of tho ltlth.and am concerned, ns well as
you, at tho difference between Messrs. Deane
and Lee. but cannot help it. You need, how-
over, bo under no concorn as to your orders
bolng only from Mr. Doane. As you have
always acted uprightly and ably for the public
sorvleo, you would bo justified if you had no
orders at all. But, as ho generally consulted
with tno and had my approbation in tho nrdors
ho gavo, and I know they wore for the best and
aimed at the public good. I hereby certify you
that I approvo and join in those you recelvo
from him. and deslro you to proceed in the
elocution of the same."

illlams at last sent in his accounts, and Loo
went ovor them, marking somo items "mani-
festly unjust," others "plainly exorbitant."
and others "altogether unsatisfactory, for
want ot names, dates or receipts." He refused
to approve the accounts, sent them to Congress,
nnd asked Williams to produce his vouchers
The vouchers, Lee tells us, woro nover pro-
duced. Ho asked for thom again and again,
hut thoro was always somo excuso, and ho
charges, that Williams had in his possession
100,000 livres more than was accounted for.
Eventually John Adams, who had como out to
supersedo Deane. joined with Franklin In giv-
ing Williams nn order on tho bankers for the
balance claimed by him. but tho order ex-
pressly stated that It was not to bo understood
ns an approval of his accounts, for which
ho must be responsible to Congress. Frank-
lin appointed certain persona to audit the
accounts, but at a time. Loo says, whon
they wero on tho point of sailing for America,
and. therefore, could not act Adams seems to
have been convinced that Williams was not all
that could bo desired, and he and Franklin
soon dismissed him from his office, again re-
minding him that this was not to be considered
as an approval of his accounts. Leo's charge
against Franklin was that he had connived at
tho acts of his nephew and dona everything
possible to shield him and enable him to get
possession of tho balance of money he claimed.
The matter was never officially investigated.
Tho fact ls horo noted that although Lee and
Izard woro continually hinting at ovll prac-
tices on Franklin's part, and sometimes
directly stigmatized him as tho "father of
corruption," nnd deeply involved In tho
most disreputable achomes, they never pro-
duced any proofs that ho had enrlohod
hlmsolf or was directly ongagod in any-
thing discreditable. Thero seems to be no
doubt that certain people woro making monny
under cover of tho loose way In which affairs
wore managed. Franklin musthavo known of
this, as woll as Adams and the other commis-
sioners i but nolthor lis nor they derived profit
from It individually. Leo and Izard wrote so
much and so violently about the alleged em-
bezzlements, that thoy dug the graves of their
own reputations. Franklin, on his part, said
and wrote vory little on the subject Ho sent
no letters to members of Congress undermin-
ing the characters of his fellow commissioners;
the fow statements that lie mado were ex-
ceedingly mild and temperate, and wro usual-
ly to the effect that there wore differences
and disputes which ho regretted. We are re-
minded of Dr. Johnson's assertion that no man
was ever written down except by himself. A
romnrk to much the Bame effoct was once mado
by Franklin: "Spots ot dirt thrown upon my
chcraoter I suffered, while fresh, to remain, I
did not choose to spread by ondeavorlng to re-
move them, but relied upon tho vulgar adage
that they would all rub off when they were
dry." It is certain that, on the whole, publlo
opinion In tho United States was then and has
since remained in favor of Franklin, and the
distinguished men of Franco were, without ex-
ception, on Ida side,

V.
When, in April, 1778, John Adams arrived to

cooperate with Franklin, he evinced nono of
the rancor ot Lee and Izard, but he candidly
avowed that ha found ths publlo bnalnsM In
grsat contusion. "It bat ntTor pw ntb41

eally conducted. Thors neTer was, boforo I
onme. a minute book, n letter book, or an ac-

count book: nnd It is not possible to obtain a
cloar Idea of our affairs." He found, also, that
a number ot persons had been making money
out ofthe embassy :of theso Jonathan Williams
was but ono. Adams gives muny Interesting
glimpses of Franklin's lite in Paris. Thus, ho
was present nt tho Academy of Sciences when
a general cry nroso among tho sonsatlon-lovin- g

people that Franklin nnd Voltaire should bo
Introduced to each other. Thoy. accordingly,
bowed and spoko. This was not enough, how-
ever, and tho clamor contlnuod, until It was
explained that "they must embraco In French
fashion." Thereupon tho two old men began
hugging and klsslngoach othor. which satisfied
tho company, and the cry spread through the
wholo country, "how beautiful It was to see
Solon and Sophocles embraco 1"

Mr. Fisher thinks that somo of Adams's esti-
mates ot Franklin, though not satisfactory to
his eulogists, aro just. Tho following, for In-

stance, la quoted: "That ho was a great genius,
a great wit a groat humorist a great satirist
and a great politician lscortnin. That hn was
a great philosopher, n great moralist and a
groat statesman Is moro questionable." Tho
author of this book bolleves that this brlof
statement will bear the test ot vory olose inves-
tigation. It gives full credit to Franklin's
qualities an a humorous and satirical writer,
and even as a politician, the last-nam- word
being used advisedly, forup to that tlmo Frank-
lin had done nothing that deserved tho namo
ot great ntntesmanshlp. He had had, no
doubt a long career in Pennsylvania politics,
where tho axerclse ot bis abllltlos was for
the most part confined to a single province',
and. In tho attempt to change the proprie-
tary government of tho provlnoe into a royal
Government, ho had been In tho wrong.
Whllo representing Pennsylvania. Massachu
setts, and Goorgla in England from tho time of
the Stamp Aot until tho outbreak of tho Revo-
lution, ho hod accomplished nothing, except
that his examination before Parliament had
encouragod the colonists to porslst In their op-
position :hn had got himself Into a very bad
scrapo about tho nutchlnson letters, and his
plan of reconciliation with tho mother country
had broken down. In Trance, tho Government
being already Tory favorably disposed toward
tho colonies, thoro. was but little for
tho American Embassy to do. except to
conduct tho business of sending suppllos
and selling prizes, in which Deane and ls

did most of the work, while Franklin
bad kept no accounts, and allowed his papers
to get into confusion, was utterly unable to
keep tho envoys In harmony, and had not mado
any cffectlvo appeal to Congress to change tho
absurd system whloh permitted tho Bonding to
a foreign country ot threo commissioners hav-
ing equal powers. It is conceded that in tlio
last yoars ot his mission in Franco, he did work
which was more valuabto; but 16 was not until
some years afterward, when ho was past 80,
and on the vorge of tho gravo, that he accom-
plished In the Constitutional Convention of
1787 the one act of his llfo which may bo called
a brilliant stroke ot statesmanship. A great
moralist Franklin certainly was not As a
phtlosophor, by which Adams meant what wo
now call a man of science, Franklin was distin-
guished, but can scarcely bo denominated
great. It could not bo Bald that ho

bo rankod with Kepler or Now ton.
Hisdlscovoryof the nature of lightning was
plcturesquo and striking, and gavo him popu-
lar renown, but It could not put him in tho
front rank of discoverers.

From a later passago.wo learn how Adams
tried to combat tho French Idea that Franklin
was the chief American legislator. "'Yes.'
said M. Marbols, 'ho Is colebrated as the groat
phllosophor nnd tho great legislator of Ameri-
ca.' 'Ho Is.' said L 'a great philosopher, but.
as a legislator tor America ho has dono very
llttlo. It ls universally believed In Franco,
England and all Europe that his oloctrio wand
has accomplished all this revolution. But
nothing ls moro groundless. He has done very
little. It Is believed that he mado all tho
Amorlcan Constitutions and their confed-
eration ; but he mado neither. Ho did
not evon mako the Constitution of Penn-
sylvania, bad as It Is.'" Tho French, how-
evor, persisted In bcllovlng that Franklin
was the orlgfnator of tho Revolution, and
that he was a sort of Solon who had prepared
laws for all tho revolted colonies, directed tholr
movements and revised all their State papore
and publlo documents. It was under tho Influ-
ence of this notion that they worshipped him
as tho personification of liberty. Mr. Fisher
suggests that it may well havo been extremely
Irritating to Adams and others to And tho
French people assuming that tho old patriarch
in the fur cap had emancipated in tho Ameri-
can woods n rude and strange people who,
without him. could not havo token caro of
themselves. Protest as they might, they never
could persuade the French to gh o up their Idea.

VI.
Even now, when more than a hundred years

have passod. It Is gratifying to our national
pride to reflect that a man who was so thor-
oughly American in his origin and educa-
tion should havo been worshipped by an
alien race as no other man, certainly no
other American, was ever worshipped by for-
eigners. It la pointed out nevertheless, by
Mr. Fisher that tho enjoyment of this stupen-
dous reputation, overshadowing and dwarfing
tho Jofforsons, Adamses, Jays, and all other
publlo men who went to Europe, was marred
by some unpleasant consequences. Jealousies
wore aroused, not only among Individuals, but,
to a certain oxtent among all tho Amorlcan
people. It was too much. Ho had ceased to bo
ono of them. It was rumored that he would
novor return to America, but would resign and
settle down among thoso strangers who treated
htm as though he wero a god. It was alo
Inevitable that a worso susploion should ariso.
He was too subservient. It was said, to France.
Ho yielded everything to her. ne was turn-
ing her from an ally Into a ruler. He could
no longer see her designs, or, if ho saw
them, he approved of them. This suspicion
gained such force that It became the con-
trolling principle with Adams and Jay when
they went to Paris to arrango the treaty of
peaco with England after tho surrender of Lord
Cornwallis at Yorktown in October, 1781. Ne-
gotiations to that end began in the spring of
the following year, and they were conduoted
by Franklin as sole Commissioner until June,
when bo was taken sick and was Incapacitated
for three months.

Full recognition Is given by the p'resont
biographer to the fnct that whllo Franklin
was carrying on tho negotiations alone, ho
Insisted upon most of the terms which wore
afterward awecd upon: First ot all. Independ-
ence, and, In addition to that, the right to fish
on the Newfoundland Banks, and a settlement
of boundaries, and that he added a claim, not
afterward pressed by the others, namely, that
Canada should be ceded to the United States.
In exchango tor Canada he was prepared to
allow some compsnsatlon to tho Tories for their
loss oi property during tho war. Adams nnd
Jay, on taking up the negotiations, dropped
Canada entirely and insisted stoutly to tho end
that nocompensatlon should bo granted to tho
Tories. It Is further acknowledged by Mr.
Fisher that Franklin's policy In obeying tho
explicit instructions of Congress to do nothing
without the knowledge of tho French Govern-
ment and In making absolutely sure ot tho
friendship and assistance of France was the
bound one, especially as, with his wonderful ac-
complishments and adaptability, he could be
friendly and agreeable without making any
substantial sacrifices. Adams, on tho other
hand, went at evorythlngwlth a club and could
understand no other modo ot conducting ne-
gotiations. Adams gloried In breaking tho
Instructions of Congress to tuko the advlco
of France and desoribed the conciliatory meth-
ods followed by Franklin ns a "baso sys-
tem," It was Franklin, however, who In tho
end bad to smooth tho matter over and to
pacify the Frenoh Minister for Foreign Affairs,
and It was he who submitted to Congress n
specious oxouse for the violation of Its in-
structions! "We did what appeared to allot
us best at ths time, and If we havo dons wrong I

ttwOuistuairUldo rijibt after baarlttuj. to I

consurens. Their nomination of five persons
to the service socms to mark that they had
somo depondonce on our joint judgment sines
ono dlone could have made n treaty by direc-
tion of the French Ministry as woll as twenty."

Attcr nil was over Franklin wrote a long letter
to Congress about the treaty, which. In view ot
tho attitude eventually takon by tho FedornlUt
party toward France, must bo deemed a

proof ot forecast After saying that
be discredited tho suspicions ot tho treach-
ery of tho French court, he thus pro-ceo-

to square accounts with Adams: "I
ought not, however, to conceal from you that
ono of my colloagues Is of a very different
opinion from moj In theso matters. Ho thinks
theFroncb Minister one ot the greatest ene-
mies of our country : that bo would hsT strait-
ened our boundaries, io prevent the growth ot
our people) contracted our fishery, to obstruct
tho Increase of our seamen t and retain tho
royalists among us, to keep us divided ; that ha
Privately opposes all our negotiations with
foreign courts, and afforded us, during tho war.
the assistance we received, only to koep It
alive, that we might be so much the mors
weakened by It t thai to think of gratitude to
Franco is tho greatest of follies, and that to
bo influenced by It would ruin us. He makes
no secret of Ais.havtng theso opinions,. ex-
presses them publicly, sometimes In pres-
ence of tho' English Ministers, and speaks
ot hundreds of Instances which he could pro-
duce In proof ot them. Nono. howover, have
ret appeared to me, unless tho conversations
and letter above montloned aro reckoned such.
If I were not convlnoed ot the real inability ot
this Court to furnish the farther supplies we
asked. I should suspect those discourses ot a
porson In his Rlatlon might have Influenced the
refusal; but I think they have gone no further
than to occasion a susploion that we have a
consldorabto party of In Amer-
ica who are not Tories, and. consequently, to
produce somo doubts ot the continuance ot
our friendship. As such doubts may horo-att- or

have a bad effect I think we oannot
take too 'much caro to remove them: and
it Is therefore I write this, to put you on
your guard (boHoylng It my duty, though I
know I hazard by It a mortal enmity), and to
caution you respecting the insinuations of this
gentleman against this Court and tho Instances
he supposes ot their ill wilt to us. which I take
to bo as Imaginary as I know his fancies to bo.
that Count do Vergpnnes and myself are con-
tinually plotting against him and employing
tho news writers ot lEurope to depreciate bis
character, Ac But as Shakespeare says,
' Trifles light as air,' Ac I am porsuaded. how-
ever, that he means well to bis country, is al-

ways an honest man, often a wise one, but
somotlmes and in somo things absolutely out of
bis senses."

vn.
In a final chapter on Franklin, considered as

a "Constitution maker." wo aro reminded that
ho had no knowledge of technical law. either In
practice or as a scionco. Ho was once elected
Justlco of the Peace in Philadelphia, but
soon resigned because, as ho said, ho know
nothing ot tho rulos ot English common law.
As a publlo man, howover, ot long experience,
he could not hblp acquiring considerable
knowledge of general laws and of their practical
effect He understood colonial rights, and
know overy phaso of the controversy with
Great Britain, and ho had fixed opinions as to
constitutional forms and principles. Of the
plans of union devised at various times previ-
ously to the Revolution for tho purpose of unit-
ing the colonies, two were prepared by Frank-
lin. Tho first scheme of union which he
drafted was tho ono adopted by the Albany- con-
ference of 1754, that had beon called to make
a general treaty with the Indians. That
schome contained tho gormsot principles which
aro now fundamental parts of our political
system. In 1775. whllo a member of the Con-
tinental Congress, ho drafted another plan,
which, though not adopted, added new sug-
gestions and dovelopmonts. He was amomber
of the State Convention which. In 1776, framed
n new Constitution for Pennsylvania. In this
Instrument ho secured the adoption of two of
his favorite ideas. He believed that a Legis-
lature should consist ot only one house, and
that tho executive authority, instead ot being
vested In a single person, should be exercised
by a commlttoo. John Adams's depreciatory
comment upon this State Constitution was
justified, for it proved an utter failure and
was replaced by a moro suitable one in
1700. Tho French translations of the Amer-
ican State Constitutions which Franklin
caused to be mado nnd widely circulated in
Franco have been credited by Thomas Paine
nnd somo of Franklin's biographers with oxer--
clslng a vast Influenco in shaping the course ot
tho French revolution. Probably their Influ-
ence has been exaggerated. Franklin's last work
in Constitution making was performed In 1787.
whon bo took part in tho Federal Convention
which met at Philadelphia and framed our ex-
isting Constitution. As ho was then 81 years
old and suffering so much from the gout and
stone that he could not remain standing for
anylongthof time, his Important speeches bo
usually wrote out and had his colleagues read
thom to the convention. His proposals that tho
President should receive no salary, that tho
Legislature should consist of only one house,
and that an absolute veto on legislation should
not bo conceded to tho Executive were not
accepted by tho convention. It was. how-
ever, in conformity to a suggestion of
his that tho great question which long
threatened to render abortive tho work of
the convention was ultimately settled. It
was Franklin who proposed that In the
lower house tho representation of the States
should bo In proportion to population, but that
In tho Senate each State should havo an equal
v oto, and that money bills should orlglnateonly
In tho lower houso. By this compromise every
one was satisfied, and It became a fundamental
principle of our Federal organlo law. A part of
It became, indeed, more fundamental than
any other, for the clause asserting the equal
representation of tho States In the Senate
Is the only part of the Constitution which
cannot bo changed by tho machinery for
emendation without tho consent of the
particular State affected. It was he. too.
who persuaded almost all ths members ot
tho convention to sign the Instrument by
avowing that it did not satisfy him, bnt that
he should sign It on the ground that It was
hotter than none. It Is Madison who re-
cords that "whilst the last members were
signing. Dr. Franklin, looking toward the
President's chair, nt tho back ot which a rising
sun happened to be painted, observed to a few
members near him that painters had found It
difficult to distinguish In tholr art a rising
from a setting sun. 'I have,' said he, 'often
nnd often In the course of this session and the
vicissitudes of my hopes and fears as to Its
issue looked at that behind the President with-
out being able to toll whether It was rising or
setting, but now. at length. I have the happi-
ness to know that It Is a rising and not a set-
ting sun."' M. W. H.

Commercial Cuba.

It Is a book for buslnsss men which Wimjiu
J. Class has given us in a large octavo volnmo
of 500 pages entitled OommCT-cfa- f Ouoa (Scrib-ners- ).

What we have here Is a vast amount of
valuable data covering almost the entire field
of Inquiry regarding Cuba and her resources.
The data are partly the result ot the author's
porJonul observations during his travels In the
Island, and partly tho outcome of laborious
classification of existing material collected
from muny and diverse sources. We need not
point out that facts regarding the industrial
and commercial capabilities of Cuba, present
and prospective, are needed, Imperatively at
the present moment, when events have so rad-
ically transformed tha relations hitherto exist-
ing betvvoon Cuba and the United States. For
tho liberation of the Island a thorough knowl-
edge of it was not Indispensable. But It wears
to undertako the reconstruction of Its govern-
ment and tho development ot Its resources. It
Is obvious that our knowledge cannot be too
exact and exhaustive. It is, consequently. a
great service which ths author of this book has)
rsndsrsd to his fallow citizens. That Its pages
arstntlAly txs from errors of fot or of da, j

duction he would not pretend to affirm, but ho
has certainly been painstaking In hla personal
observations, and ho Is cautious nndjudlolous
In bis estimates and foreoasta based upon tho
experience ot others. Tho chapters ot tho
work to whloh wo shall principally confine our-
selves are. those whloh Oeal with population,
with the modes of Internal communication and
with ths general trade statistics ot the Island.
Vfo would not. however, entirely pass over a
preliminary chapter In which tho author gives
American visitors some useful advlco as to
bow to meet the residents ot Cubs,

I.
The opinion is expressed by the author that,

although great allowances aro mado by well-bre- d

Spaniards and Cubans for lgnoranon of
their mannors and customs on tho part ot for-
eigners. It will be well tor American visitors,
especially ladles, to conform to tho social
usages which they find prevailing on the Island.
It should not be forgotten, tor example that
In the higher' walks ot Cuban society ladles
nevor appear anywhere In publlo' without nn
escort, either male or female. If a lady bo ac-
companied by a man, he must bo a husband,
brother, or near relative: otherwiso tho judg-
ment passed upon her will ba even moro harsh
than If she bad no escort at all. It is furthor to
be noted' that no matter how well ono may
know a Cuban or resident Spaniard In a busi-
ness or social way he will not be Invited to
meet the ladles of tho family until his charac-
ter, history and position In society aro thor-
oughly known. Even then he will nevor be
pormltted to see the unmarrlod womon alone.
Letters of Introduction are rarely given
to men to bo presented to ladles, tor tho reason
that he who gives them, even though they bo
couohed In most reserved language, considers
that he practically guarantees every future aot
of ths recipient. Amertoan visitors are also
cautioned against taking literally tho profuse
expresslonsof hospitality and good will uttered
by Cubans or Spaniards on mooting their ac-

quaintances. So far as tho cities and to wns are
concerned such exaggerated oxpresilons are
mere formalities: In the rural distriots. on tho
other hand, will be found a gonuine and warm-
hearted hospitality which Inoreoscs as ac-
quaintance becomos more Intimate. It should
likewise bo remomborod by persons brought
up in tho Sabbath-keepin- g customs ot Puritan
communities that with the Cubans Sunday
ls a feast day, given up to social enjoy-
ments attor the religious duties of tho
morning have beon performed. Certain saints'
days, on the other hand, must bo serious-
ly observod, and functions which would bo
permissible-o- the Sabbath would bo soverely
reprobated on such anniversaries. It ls on
Sunday that the cockfights and bullfights
take place. Mr. Clark ls convincod that, al-
though it Is reasonable to supposothat associa-
tion with ,Americans will havo a tendency to
mako cruel sports less fashlona'blo. It' is hope-los- s

to expect that the puritanical Sabbath can
be grafted upon tho Cuban usages. Any at-
tempt to graft it would only glvo rise to irrita-
tion, for in this and somo other respects the
Cubans, although restricted and oppressed by
the Government lnmora Important things, havo
enjoyed a degree of personal liberty, not to
say license, not possessed by tho avrrnso
Amorlcan citizen. To single out a minor point,
Amorlcan womon may bo surprised to find
that Cuban gantlomcn smoko anywhero with-
out asking permission of tho ladies, elthor
at the cafe's, hotels, private residences, or
oven In the ordinary street cars. The only
restriction on tho privilege of smoking ls Im-
posed at tho theatres, and evon thero ono mny
Indulge In It In the corridors. Anothor custom
lsnot peculiar to Cuba, being followed ovory-who- ro

on tho Continent of Europe, although
not In the United Kingdom. At publlo tables
In tho cafes or hotels a well-bre- d Cuban
never takes a seat without asking permis-
sion, perhaps simply by a sort ot inter-
rogative bow. of those who may bo al-
ready seated there. A similar salutation is
made upon taking leave. Of social visiting
there is a. great deal among both Spaniards
and Cubans, but the private dinners and balls
ars.comparatlvely few. Tho American visitor
Is warned that in calling upon a Cuban family,
he should never disturb tho cane-seate- d chairs
which are ranged with tho greatest regularity
atone the walls of the reception room. Wa ob-
serve. Anally, that tho oolorllhe Is not nearly so
closely drawn in Cuba as It ls In the United
States, and that education, wealth, and per-
sonal worth will generally determine a nattvo's
position, without regard to tho possible pres-onc- e

ot colored blood in his veins.

II.
In a cnapter on population Mr. Clark ana-

lyzes and discusses 'tho latest census of Cuba,
which was made n 1887. Tho whole numbor
of Inhabitants at that date was officially stated
tobel.631.C87. Of thoe 1,102.080 wero re-
turned as whites, 485,187 as blacks and col-
ored persons, 43,811 as Chlneso nnd other
coolfes. The percentage of whites to the total
population, excluding coolies, was 00.45. while
that of the colored people was 30.5. An offi-
cial table showing tho percentage of negroos nt
various census periods Indicates that thero is
little danger of a black republic in Cuba. In
1841, when tho colored pooplo wero relatively
most numorous. they constituted 63 per
cent In 1800 they had dwindled to 47 por
cent, in 1877 to 33 por cent . and in 1887 tho
percentage was. as we havo just Boon, 30.5. it Is
interesting to note Mr. Clark's estimation of
tho number of people existing in Cuba at tho
present time: that is 'to say, November, 1808.
He holds that we should begin by oddlngto tho
total for 1887 a proportionate rate of Increase
for the last eleven years similar to that which
had been observed for a long term of years
previous thereto, such average being about
nine-tent- of 1 per cent annually. This
would give, approximately, 1,800.000. from
which, our author thinks, should by deducted
about 400,000 for the " reeoncontrnaos" and
other Inhabitants who bave died from tho re-
sults ot the Insurrection. We should havo loft
1.400,000 for the present population ot tho
Island, excluding the Spanish soldiers. It is
taken for granted that Spanish officeholders
and many others of their nationality will
leave Cuba when It Is evacuated by the Spanish
forces, but our author thinks that the common
soldiers who prefer to remain as citizens, tho
Cubans returning from foreign lands, and
American emigrants, will presently make up a
resident population ot over n million and a half,

Mr. Clark does not shirk tho difficult ques-
tion: What proportion of tho present popula-
tion, excluding soldlors. Is of Spanish birth?
Cubans have put the number as low as 150.000.
Rowan places It at one-fift- h ot the entire nura
ber of whites, or say 220,000. On the otherhand, conservative Americans who havo trav-
ersed the islaud thoroughly believe that the
numbor Is more nearly 300.000. and that at
Ieastl60.000otthem aro maleadults. this ratiobeing attributed to the fact that the great ty

of emigrants from Spain are of n. mni
sex. Now let us mark how the Inhabitants aro
divided In respect of occupations and business
Interests. In the first place, all Important offl-dai- s,

and almost all the clergy, havo hithertoteen Spaniards. It Is a significant fnct that no
native Cuban has ever been Archbishop ot Ban-tiag- o

or Bishop of Havana, the two dioceses
of the Island j that only two natives have ever
been canons ot the Cathedral of Havana: that
In 1871 only two reotors and threo chaplains in
the diocese of Havana wore Cubans, and thatIn only 22 out of 144 parishes In the samo dio-
cese were there Cuban prlosts. This ecclesi-
astical discrimination against Cubans helps usto understand why tho provisional Government
should have passed. as one of Its first measures,
a law to make civil marriages alono valid. Italso explains the extraordinary development ofFreemasonry In Cuba. Mr. Clark says that, Inproportion to the total population, thero aro
more Free and Accepted Masona In tho Island
than Inany country In the world. We remark, inpassing, for the benefit of American membersof the Matonio fraternity, that all Freemasonry
In Ouba. Including the flrat three degrees,
ls worked according to the Bcottish lllte.Returning to the division of occupations
and Interests, we learn that the landown-er- s

are. generally. Cubans, although there
S ?2r,!n? holdings In the hands of the

Kagllsfc, Ijasricaa. atraaas and
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French. The professional and literary men
tho island, also, aro principally Cubans ncigar and tobacco Interests aro mostly InCnbi
hands, although Spanish. Gorman and EnelUkcapitalists occupy conspicuous positions In thtrade. The sugar Industry, whllo followed togreat oxtent by tho Cubans, hns, during th.last two Insurrections, tended to drift ntaSpanish, English, French and American handiTho mining industry ls nlmoat entirely Atnerl
can. On tho othor hand, tho private banking laprincipally, transacted by Spaniards In thelrnport nnd oxoort trade tho Spaniards have had adecided advantage, owing to their closercoa
nectlon with tho Custom Houso officials : nevtr.tholess. a good deal of business hai btdono by Gorman. English and French houLAmericans; wo aro told, havo nover beei
especially popular with Spaniards, or trusted "l
by them, so far as foreign commerce Is con.
cernod. Tho railroads at ohlofly owned btSpanish. English. Amorlcan and French cani.tallsts, but they havo boon, for the most part
undor Spanish and English management Thsgroat majority of morchanU. whethor lares orsmall, nnd ovon in the lessor towns, aro Span.
lards, although thoro nro. of course, om
Cubans, nnd hero and there an Englishman aGorman, an Amorlcan. a Hollander, or even aChinaman. Tho artisans In tho cities artlargely Spaniards, but tho majority of thsclgarmakors nro Cubans. In the largo towns.
and especially In Havana, a largo proportion oftho ordinary whlto laborers are Spanish pea,
nnts. Somo of these laborers aro encountered
in tho rural districts, especially on planta-
tions owned by Spaniards or other foreigners,
as miners, and as section hands on ths s.

Tho seafaring people along the ooauaro Spaniards to a greater extent thnn a.u
bo supposed. Mr. Clark seems to think that amajority of thom woro bom In Thsmajority, too, of machinists and steamonglnccrs. as well as railroad hands, are 8pn.
lards nnd Cubans. Tho chlof onglnecrs. how ',

over, of nearly nil tho largo sugar estates arforeigners: Americans. English, Germans and I

French. In nn examination of tho Inbor I,

problem, the opinion Is oxpressed that thoss I
Spaniards ond Canary Islanders who remain laCuba will, for a long tlmo to come, object D

to dwelling In tho rural districts, union I
emplorod In large numbers in tho cam I
locality, for fear that they cannot bo ade-
quately protected against Cuban prejudice.
Wo aro told that this state of things is to
bo regretted, for tho reason that many of
these laborers are tho bost that have ever been
available for tho owners of mines or planta-
tions. Especially are tho Galilean and Catalsa
peasants noteworthy for tholr Industry and
othor commondablo qualities. The bost kind
of labor obtainable would be. wo are Informed.
that furnished by discharged Spanish solders,
who nro obsorvod to work faithfully at any
place or undor any conditions where fair com.
ponsatlon can be had for toll. No doubt there
aro many colored Cubans who work equtlly '
well, but It seems that they, as a whole,
whon resident In the rurnl districts, profer to
cultivate small patches o! ground for them-
selves rnthor than to work for wages. It ls Mr.
Clark's theory that they follow this course la 1
order to demonstrate tholr personal Indept e,

which they have been anxious to estab-
lish since they wero freed from slavery Ths
author of tho book before us believes that
In Cuba, as In Argentlnn, tho solution of ths
labor problem will ultimately bo found in ths
enoourngemont of immigration from Italj.

III. I
Internal moans ot communication onanex

tensive acalo seom nover to havo boen consid-
ered essential In Cuba, for tho reason that ths
island being long and narrow nnd possessing
innumomblo harbors. It Is no great distance
from any point In tho interior to somo con-
venient port. In tho oase. Indeed, of Impo-
rtant inlaud towns, railways havo boen con- - I
structed to the molt convenient seaports. At ypresent all the publlo railway companies la
Cuba do not poisoss. in the aggregate, more
than 1.100 mllos of trnck. Tho fact should not
bo overlooked, howover. that at least 120 of
tho larger sugar and tobacco plantations hare
or had private railroads. Theso have been of
overy description, from n portable track a
few hundred foot lone to a system of seventy
mllos of stnndard-gaug- o track, controlled by
a singlo largo plantation company. Tho
smaller of theso private lines navo been used
simply for the transportation ot cane from ths
fields to tho nearest sugar mill, while those of
creator oxtent havo stretched out through many
plantations from somo largo central (sugar
mill), which, in turn, has had a lino running to
the nenrest shipping point on tho coast or oa
some public railway. Tho gonernl railway sys-
tem of tho Island, bo far as It has been com-
pleted, begins in tho cast at tho city of Santa
Clara and ends in tho west at tho city of PInar
dol Bio. tho centro of, tho network being Ha-
vana. The lmportatkfe.br extending the ss-tor- n

eastward from btn Clara to the city e(
Santiago de Cuba, a distance of about 2rt0 '
miles, has long been recognized, both by tha L

Spanish Govornmcntand by private individuals. I
No loss thnn three different survoys have been I
mado with that object In vlow. Tho country 1
which tho extension will open Is the loastdo- -
veloped part of tho island. Is rich agricul-
turally and is exceedingly well stocked with
timber nnd minerals.

Many wagon roads aro indicated on the map,
but when thoy are traversed by travellers they
aro found to bo exceedingly bad. the depth of
mud in wet weather being almost Inconceiv-
able Of tho rahadan, or paved roads, laid down
on tho larKO charts, the most Important and ths
longest is the Western Calzada, which
runs from Havana nominally to Plnar del Rio.a
dlstanco of about 100 miles. TromHavanato
San Cristobal, some sixty mlles.'It isa fine, hard
road, but from tho latter place to Plnar del lllo
It Is llttlo better thnn tho ordinary cart track of
tho open country. Tho Southeastern Cahait
is said to bo in good condition as faros Guinea,
thirty mllos distant from Havana, and ths
samo thing may bo said of tho Booth- -

SP wnioh "tretohes from Havanaacross tho Island to liatabano. Tha Cammo V

ex.tcn!lB. lengthwise through U
the centre of the Island, from Havana to Hantl- - Iago do Cuba, Is not acaltada nt all, except ut 1Infrequent Intervals In tho vicinity of the Ilarger towns. Its condition In eastern Cuba Is Isuch, during tho rainy sonson, that the mull s Iused for transportation or tho malls leave tho Iroadway wherever thoy can nnd walk oa Itop of the. low stone wall lioundlng It formuch of the way. Evidently roaif build-ing ?n. a lurgo scilo Is the first tlilnnessential tp tho commorclul development
of Cuba Mr. Clark suggosis that the In-
coming government, recognizing the press-ing necessity for Highway Improvement, mny
deem it oxneiJIont to grout concussions toprivate parties for tho construction ot turn-pikes and stone roads. In nil Cuba, at present
thoro ls hut a total of 250mlesof Improved
highway, nearly all of which is in the province
pf Havana. Tho provlneo of Santiago de Cubahas jes than six miles of improved roads, and
Pj'orto l'rinelpooiid Hanta Clara even less

Aho chapter on tlio guienil statistics of the
Island Is basort on nflloial Information referring.to the stuto of things bofoie tlio outbreak of
the n?Ctllt !ni2llrr,.nt1nii In IhIVv Anwriln.v tn
acf.u,..mo."r Put f0.rtl1 '.'V the Government In
IHiy, tho total numborof housesand buildings
in tho towns was. nt that time. KI.435. Of sucur
plnntatloiis at the same date there wero said to
be 1.100 of colToe plantations. Ull : of tobaccoplantntlons.H.Hi6: of cnttlu ranches, 4.208. und ,
of farms. 2.J.238, Tliete figures aro about 60
percent, lower than tboseirhon by Cabrera Id.
his enumeration of rural property for lhOJ. sixyears before tlio outbreak of the ten years'
war. AltliouiriitliHio had been, upon the whole,agreatshrliiLsgiiln tlio valuo nerncra of plan-
tations between IfulJ and lll. Mr. Clark thluksthat tholr total value In tho d year
wuk not far Horn :I0 MMXl.OOO. while that of
thclrnnnual products was about $H5,0i.KUt0
In this computation no allowance in mnilo
for indimtrlcs unconnected with land. 'J hoapproximate value of the totnl exports from
Cuba to tlio United States In n prosperom
!n0.Ji0Aluw yenr "I?" WW.388,000. of vih'cli
f52.1JH.0U0 was credited to sugar. $m,Hi5,L00to leaf tobaceo. U WHUKK) to cigars and cigar-ett-

upward of S2.000.AM to irults and
tot holiow oxxK and f:t(K),uU) to Iron ore Theaggregate Imports Into (lulia from the United

J"JJW 10JiM" ro but $15,448,000, of which
fi'lUU'.-k'i-

" "e',refntd by hog products.
b7 boards. deals, nlanfcs. joists, Acs

f2H21.00l by wheat Hour. i.U.000 by coal,
M4.lMMir potatoes, and 514.000 by mineral

oil. In tlio hamo jear ripain uxported to Cuba
merchandise valued at 2J.5liJ,0OO. nnd re-
ceived from the Island In return commoditiesappraised at J7.2U5.000. It Is probable thatnearly all the, goods heretofore taken fromSpain will ultimately come from the United
States. Heretofore about two-thir- of the
total quantity of American flour consumed la
0ub.a.httb??n introduced by way of Spain ailcrtdlted to Bpaniib prodttosrs, ,

ifjmm-lir- - WjA "" ..V.l: ,..,.,.


